IX

Berlin

How can one even be healthy in Berlin? Everything one sees
there must fill one's blood with gall.

GOTTHOLD EPHRAIM LESSING,   1767
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The Berlin public is so unspeakably contemptible that it can
well be likened to the swine in the Gospel

JOHANN  GOTTLIEB FICHTE,   1803

It is a misfortune for the Prussian State that its capital lies
in the KurmarL What impression could its barren plains
make on the mind of its inhabitants? What could it offer
them? A miserable livehood, the joyless spectacle of a
lethargic soil, restricted means, and petty ends.

FREIHERR VOM STEIN,   l8ll

Such a desperate set of human beings inhabits that city that
one cannot go far with tact; on the contrary, one must grow
hair on one's teeth and be guilty of a certain coarseness in
order to hold one's head above water*

WOLFGANG GOETHE, 9 December, 1823

ft

In Germany there is no great city. It is true that there is a
greater accumulation of intellect in Berlin than perhaps in
any other part of the world ; but it is not in the manufactured
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